
16/10/2019 – 13:30-15:00 
Introduction to the special session: 
- Scira Menoni (Politecnico di Milano) 
- Myriam Merad (CNRS-AFPCN) 

Better post disaster damage and loss data are needed in order to better «Understand risk» which is the first priority of the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. Currently available databases do not permit in depth analysis of the causes of a
disaster and are not coordinated sufficiently to provide a comprehensive perspective on direct and indirect damage to multiple
societal sectors across relevant spatial and temporal scales. The special session is aimed at discussing with a wide range of
stakeholders from different agencies and organisations and with the public attending the IDRIM Conference how current
practices of damage data collection and management can be improved so that such data can be used for multiple purposes and
to support evidence based policy making and strategies for risk mitigation and adaptation to climate change.

LODE is a two years project that has been funded by the EU DG ECHO and follows a prior project named IDEA that set the path
towards an in depth understanding of the opportunities in terms of use of damage data, gaps in current methods of collection,
storage and analysis, and pursued initial attempts to standardize damage data collection procedures and provision of IT
instruments to ease the task of surveyors and applicants for funding after disasters.

There are three main objectives to the proposed session: a. involve a larger audience in the activities that have been already
carried out on the topic by different agencies and by the Lode project; b. share experience regarding smart use of damage data
to shape and upgrade knowledge regarding the complexities and interdependency between hazards, vulnerabilities and
exposed assets and systems in real events; c. discuss the most promising pathways to the solution of problems that have been
already identified since rather long time but apparently still in search of convincing and replicable solutions. Stakeholders are
often aware of problems they encounter in using data collected by other authorities and agencies or in collecting and organizing
their own data to serve multiple purposes including repair requirements, feeding enhanced risk modelling and learning lessons
for a more resilient recovery.
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Special session format

The special session will be organised in the following way:

1. First two short presentations will be made by the proponents of the session illustrating the ideas and preliminary results of
the Lode project. The presentations will take overall 15 minutes.

2. Second, participants will be asked to provide their own experience and ideas regarding current practices of post disaster
damage data collection and use in their own country or in general any experience they may bring into the discussion.
Depending on the number of attendants sub groups will be created. A facilitator will be appointed at each group discussing four
main aspects:
a. Relationship between existing legislation requirements and methods and tools of post disaster damage data collection and

use;
b. Relevance of insurance data and their possible integration with data collected by public authorities;
c. Relevance and role of data collected by companies managing critical infrastructures and ways to involve the latter in sharing

information;
d. Wished improvement in the damage and losses collection methods and IT systems in order to share and integrate

knowledge with other sectors of administration in charge of different tasks and aspects of risk prevention and adaptation
policies.

The debate in groups will take 45 minutes

3. Results from each group will be shared in the last 15 minutes for a collective reflection and summary.

The Lode project team will provide feedback to the participants to the special session in the form of a short newsletter to be
posted online on the Lode website and sent by e-mail
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