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The objectives of this session are to introduce and discuss how social scientists promote long-

term endogenous recovery from catastrophic disaster through collaborative practice and action 

research.  How to find out autonomy that is inherent in the community?  How to create new 

spontaneity through interaction with outsiders including researchers?  Each of the speakers in 

this session has done various practices with local survivors and has conducted action research for 

promoting endogenous recovery of Noda Village, the affected area of the 3.11 Earthquake and 

Tsunami, as a member of a volunteer network Team North Rias.  Based on their own 

experiences, not only success stories but also failure cases, the characteristics of action research 

that promote endogenous recovery of affected community will be discussed. 

Coordinator: Motohiko NAGATA (Kyoto University)  

Speakers:  

Toshikazu KANGYU (Kuji Regional Tourism Association, Iwate, Japan) 

Motohiko NAGATA (Kyoto University)  

Young-Jun LEE and Shin-ichi HANADA (Hirosaki University) 

Shinji KAWAMURA (National Institute of Technology, Hachinohe College) 

Tomohide ATSUMI (Osaka University) 



Overview: Recovery through Local History and Culture with Disaster Volunteers 
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kangyu@kuji-tourism.jp 

 

Abstract 

Disaster recovery is to empower local people by preserving their identities with their own 

community by carrying on its traditional culture and local history.  The 3.11 Tsunami swept 

everything away but our culture and history.  We, people in the village, have collaborated with 

disaster volunteers from outside and re-establish our own cultural and historical activities.  I will 

overview our collaborative practices for more than 8 years, focusing on Namomi, summer 

festival with traditional floats, and sea-salt production, and present how our village has been 

revitalized by these activities.  
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Importance of consummatory relation in endogenous recovery 
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Abstract: 

What promotes endogenous recovery after huge disaster?  Our recent survey conducted in Noda 

Village, an affected area of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami suggested that 

encounters with important others and enrichment of relationship with outsiders after the disaster 

fosters spontaneity for life recovery.  In this presentation, we will discuss the characteristics of 

the involvement of outsiders promoting endogenous recovery in terms of instrumental / 

consummatory relationship, based on the case of the activity of a non profit organization 

established in Noda after the disaster. 
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Examination of Survivors’ Self Evaluation of Recovery Following the 3.11 Tsunami Over 

Time 

  

Speaker: Young-Jun. LEE, Hirosaki University     yjlee@hirosaki-u.ac.jp 

        Shin-ichi HANADA, Hirosaki University    shanada@hirosaki-u.ac.jp 

 

Abstract 

This study examines the change in self evaluated recovery among disaster victims. By comparing 

the results of surveys conducted among residents at two different times this study attempts to 

clarify the factors that affect victims’ sense of their own recovery following a disaster, and how 

that sense changes over time. The factors examined in this study include various demographic 

details of the respondents, their human networks, and changes in residences. Through an 

examination of these factors, this study hopes to aid in improving long term disaster recovery 

strategies.  

 

Continuation and transition of the Charrette-workshop in Noda Village 

 

Shinji Kawamura, < kawamura-g@hachinohe-ct.ac.jp > 

National Institute of Technology, Hachinohe College 

 

Abstract:  

We keep on having a series of the students’ workshop programs “The Charrette-workshop in 

Noda village (Noda CWS)” every year after the 3.11 disaster to aim to support community 

redesign.  We have started the Noda CWS as one of recovery support activities and as a students’ 

training camp in 2011 summer. The students were gathered from some universities and colleges 

outside of the suffered area: Tokyo, Aomori, and Kansai region. In the early stages the students 

had concerned about spatial designs e.g. restoration public housings, memorial parks, et al. We 

have developed the CWS program every year. The styles of summer camps have changed from 

planning activities to homestay and experience programs. And subjects of the CWS have been 

also transformed from disaster recovery to regional revitalization.  In 2018’s program, students 

tried to have a workshop program with village members to remember the community memories 

before the disaster. We intend to discuss for a sustainable redesign of Noda village through the 
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CWS and partnership with villagers. 

 

 

Nodaology:A New Action Research via Village Office 

 

Tomohide ATSUMI 

Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University, Japan 

atsumi@hus.osaka-u.ac.jp 

 

After 5-year-collaboration for recovery in Noda Village, Osaka University and Noda Village 

Office signed off the Omni-Site Agreement on the 11th of February, 2018.  My colleagues and I, 

under the deal, have conducted a new action research with village office, called Nodaology since 

April 2018.  Problems to solve were to activate village officers for the future with expected 

depopulation, isolation, and possible disasters.  A team of young officers and we had monthly 

meetings and set a long-term as well as short-term goals, and implemented a sample PDCA cycle 

of Nodaology (i.s., lecture, seminar, and fieldwork) as a trial during the first year.  It revealed 

that once they had opportunities to observe their own village from the outside, then they were 

highly motivated to think more concretely about the future of the village.  Some theoretical and 

practical implications at this point of time will be discussed. 
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