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Abstract 

France and Switzerland are neighbouring countries, with quite similar natural risk profiles but with 
their specific disaster risk management national systems, both in risk reduction and risk transfer. 
The objective of this session is to illustrate how the insurance sector of two national markets com-
mits itself in the long run to target general interest objectives with research and practice on risk 
reduction initiatives, to improve the resilience potential of their customers and the territory.  
 
Two examples of concrete issues solved by applied research efforts (one for each of the two coun-
tries) are introduced by presentations of:  

- A former researcher (now postdoc), to present briefly the issue at stake, the method ap-
plied and the results obtained. He may also testimony about his professional enrichment 
throughout the project, 

- The director of researches, representing the academic side of the partnership, to present 
the academic value added on this project, more generally on this kind of projects and the 
benefit of such collaboration schemes to the academic world, 

- The chairman of the institution dedicated to natural risk prevention within the national 
insurance sector, to explain the social need for such an institution, the expectations of the 
insurance industry and the added value of involving applied research projects. 

 
In a second part, the moderator invites the panel to debate on similarities and differences of the 
two national approaches and on the potential interest of cooperating internationally on some of 
the common concerns. 
 
Ultimately the floor is invited to ask questions to the panel. 
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