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Roundtable guests: 

• Andrew Bower, Programme Office: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 

• CEPRI, Centre Européen de Prévention du Risque d’Inondation 

• Local experience: France, member of the CEPRI network (tbc) 

• Local experience: Portugal, Advocate of the UN Making Cities Resilient Campaign (tbc) 

• Scientific Perspective: University-researcher (tbc) 

 

CEPRI (Centre Européen de Prévention du Risque d’Inondation - European Centre for Flood Risk 

Prevention) is a non-governmental organisation created in 2006, made up local authorities particularly 

involved in flood risk management and is a resource centre for territories exposed to this risk. CEPRI 

acts as a relay between the central government and territories and represents local authorities. CEPRI 

also helps local authorities:  

• By publishing reports, experience feedback, awareness-raising documents and methodology 

guides on various themes associated with flood risk. 

• By organising and coordinating, in partnership with the risk prevention directorate (DGPR) of 

the French Ministry of Ecology, an information-sharing network for local authorities that lead 

flood prevention action programmes and strategies. 

• By organising training for elected officials and technicians from local authorities and national 

government services. 

UNDRR (United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction) is the UN entity custodian of the global 

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, and the coordinator for Disaster Risk Reduction within 

the United Nations system. Its Regional Office for Europe works closely with 55 countries across Europe 

and Central Asia. Its main activities focus around capacity building and global advocacy in developing 

disaster resilience at all levels of governance, with specific attention to the development of resilience 

plans and strategies at both national and local levels, as well as to the critical need for authorities at 

all levels to account for disaster losses. UNDRR engages closely with countries and cities across the 

world in promoting resilience through its Making Cities Resilient Campaign and its Disaster Resilience 

Scorecard for Cities. 

 

Description of “Actions and strategies to build resilient cities in the face of climate change”:   



The increasing frequency and intensity of extreme events linked to climate change is leading more and 

more cities to develop strategies and to handle tools to become more resilient. There is no single way 

to become resilient. But it is undeniable that the sharing of knowledge and the collection of data 

related to damage, human and economic losses remain key elements. Thus so as to build the city of 

tomorrow, many European cities are developing their disaster risk management capacity, taking 

climate change adaptation measures, and participating in networking leading them to exchanges and 

co-construction. This panel discussion aims at promoting the role of cities through different local, 

national and global examples that are actively involved in these topics.  

We propose a session, bringing together stakeholders for an interactive discussion, permitting the 

exchange of good practices and also interaction with the audience. The panel discussion will be 

encouraged to react around the following axes: 

• Role of local authorities 

• Political frameworks 

• Capacity building tools and processes 


